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Joseph in Egypt 
 
Scripture: Genesis 39-50  
 
Ups and Downs of a God Controlled Life 
 
1. Sold as a slave – 39:1 
 
2. Incredibly blessed as a servant – 39:2-6 
 Joseph is a faithful servant 
 
3. Falsely accused and imprisoned – 39:7-20 
 Potiphar’s wife attempts to seduce Joseph – vs.7 
 Joseph repeatedly refuses her advances – vs.8-12 
 Joseph is falsely accused of attempted rape and thrown into prison – vs. 13-20 
 
4. Blessed in prison – 39:21-40:22 
Joseph is given favor with the jailer, who places him in charge of the entire prison 
Pharaoh’s chief cup-bearer and baker are thrown into prison – vs.1-4 
Both men have dreams – vs.5-8 
Joseph interprets – vs.9-15 
 The cup-bearer will be restored – vs.9-15 
 The baker will be executed – vs.16 -19 
 
5. Forgotten by man but not by God – 40:23 – 41:37 
A. The cup-bearer forgets Joseph – 40:23 
B. Pharaoh two dreams – 41:1-8 
1st – Seven thin cows devouring seven fat cows (vs.1-4) 
2nd – Seven thin heads of grain devouring seven healthy ones (vs. 5-8) 
C. The cup-bearer recalls – 41:9-13 
D. Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dreams – 41:14-32 
Pharaoh’s dreams are foretelling the events of the next 14 years 
 The first seven will bring abundant crops 
 The next seven will see famine 
E. Joseph’s recommendation – 41:33-37  
Someone appointed to store up food supplies during the good years to prepare for the 
bad ones 
6. Promoted to a place of authority and incredibly blessed – 41:38-57 
 

7. The sovereign hand of God -41:57-42:5 
Joseph’s brothers sent to Egypt to buy grain – 42:1-6 
 
8. Trial by Joseph – 42:8-44:13  
A. First trip to Egypt 
 Joseph recognizes his brothers – 42:7, 8 
 Joseph accuses his brother as spies – 42:9-14 
 Joseph requires that his brothers return home and bring back Benjamin (Simeon 

is kept as a guarantee that they will return) – 42:15-20 
 The remorse of the brothers and the restraint of Joseph – 42:21-24 
 The brothers return home to Canaan with their food and discover their bags of 

money – 42:25-28 
 Once Jacob learns of the events that have transpired, he refuses to let Benjamin 

return with them to Egypt – 42:29-38 
B. Second Trip to Egypt 
 As food begins to run low, a reluctant Jacob finally allows them to return to 

Egypt after Judah guarantees Benjamin’s safety – 43:1-14  
 Arrangements are made for the brothers to dine with Joseph at his home 

(Simeon is released and joins them) – 43:15-34 
 Joseph orders that his own silver cup be secretly placed in Benjamin’s grain 

sack – 44:1-17  
 Not long after leaving the city; the brothers are stopped and searched 
 The cup is found in Benjamin’s sack and he is arrested –  
 
9. Evidence of a changed heart – 44:14-34  
 Judah begs Joseph to release Benjamin, offering to be imprisoned himself in 

Benjamin’s place – 44:18-34  
 
10. Joseph reveals himself to his brothers – 45:1-5 
 
11. The Plan of God – 45:5b-9; 50:20 
Genesis 45:3-10 3And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet 
live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his 
presence.  4And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And 
they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt.  5Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me 
hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.  6For these two years hath the 
famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall 
neither be earing nor harvest.  7And God sent me before you to preserve you a 
posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  8So now it was not 
you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of 
all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.  9Haste ye, and go up to my 
father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all 
Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not:  10And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, 
and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children’s children, 
and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast:  



 
Genesis 15:13-16 13And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be 
a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them 
four hundred years;  14And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and 
afterward shall they come out with great substance.  15And thou shalt go to thy 
fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age.  16But in the fourth 
generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
full. 
 
12. Israel enters Egypt – 45:9-47:28 
 
13. The death of Israel – 47:29-50:13 
A. Blesses Joseph’s sons – Manasseh and Ephraim – 48:1-22 
Manasseh and Ephraim now enjoy the same status as Jacob’s other twelve sons – 
48:1-7 
Jacob anoints them – he bestows the greater blessing on Ephraim the younger – 48:8-
22 
B. Blesses each of his sons – 49:1-27 
 Reuben – He is as unruly as the stormy sea and is demoted because of his 

immorality – vs.3, 4 
 Simeon & Levi – They are violent men given to anger and cruelty, so their 

descendents will be scattered throughout Israel – vs. 5-7  
 Judah – He will be praised by his brothers and will defeat his enemies. The 

scepter (royal line) will not depart from him until the coming of the one to 
whom it belongs – vs.8-12 

 Zebulun – He will live by the seashore and become a harbor for ships – vs.13 
 Issachar – He will work with animals and till the land – vs.14, 15 
 Dan – He will be like a snake beside the road – vs.16-18 
 Gad – He will defend himself against all enemies – vs.19 
 Asher – He will produce rich food fit for kings – vs. 20 
 Naphtali – He will be free as a deer – vs. 21 
 Joseph – He will be a fruitful tree beside a fountain, blessing others. He has been 

persecuted, but he has been strengthened by God. He will be blessed by God and 
will be a prince among his brothers – vs.22-29 

 Benjamin – He will devour his enemies like a hungry wolf – vs.27 
 
C. Israel’s death and burial – 49:28-50:13  
Following a 70 day period of mourning, the brothers carry their father’s embalmed 
body to Hebron for burial – 50:1-13 
 
14. Joseph reassures his brothers – 50:14-21 
Genesis 50:18-21 18And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and 
they said, Behold, we be thy servants.  19And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am 
I in the place of God?  20But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it 
unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.  21Now 

therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted 
them, and spake kindly unto them. 
 
15. The death of Joseph – 50:22-26 
Joseph lives to see the third generation of Ephraim’s children and dies at age 110 
 
 
The Applications that can be made from the Life of Joseph: 
 
1. God is faithful 
 
2. Flee temptation – Genesis 39:7-12 
 
3. God’s Word can be trusted – Genesis 15:13-16; Genesis 37:5-8, 50:18  
 
4. God is sovereign – Romans 8:28 
He works all things together for our good and His glory 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


