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Bondage in Egypt 
Scripture: Exodus 1 
 
1. Israel’s Multiplication (1:1-7)  
 Beginning with 70 individuals (vs.5), the nation grows quickly into a 

multitude 
 Numbers 1:1-3, 46 – Over 603,000 males, 20yrs. of age & older / About 

2 million people altogether in number after one year  
 
 
2. A New King’s Concerns (1:8-10) – Israel might join with others 

and attack Egypt 
Pharaoh: “Great house” 
Pharaoh was a title, not a personal name 
Sorting out the Pharaoh’s: 
 Pharaoh at Moses birth (1526 – 1512 B.C.) – Thutmose I (Exodus 1:22)  
 Pharaoh during Moses adolescence (1512– 1504 B.C.) - Thutmose II (Acts 7:22)  
 Pharaoh during Moses time in Midian exile (1504 – 1450 B.C.) – Thutmose III 

(Exodus 2:15) 
 Pharaoh during the Exodus (1450 – 1425 B.C.) – Amenhotep II (Exodus 5:1)  
 
 Israel was a threat to national security 
 Yet they would be an economic asset as slaves 
 
A. Pharaoh’s building decree (1:11-14) 

 
B. Pharaoh’s bloody degree (1:15-22 
1‐ Mid-wives to kill all males born to Hebrews – vs.15-21 
 Delivery stools (vs.16) Lit. two stones – on which the women crouched in child 

birth 
 
Mid-wives Lying? 
 Mid-wives are not commended for lying but for refusing to kill (vs.18-20) 
 Perhaps the mid-wives were deliberately slow in arriving to help and the 

Hebrew mothers did give birth quickly 
 
2‐ People were to throw all males born into the Nile River – vs.22 
 
3. The Birth of Moses (2:1-4)  

Numbers 26:59 
 His birth father - Amram 
 His birth mother – Jochebed 
Jochebed: implies, “glory of Jehovah” or “Jehovah (is her or our) glory” 
 Jochebed is the first person in Scripture to have a  name compounded with Jah – 

or Jehovah  
Moses was not an only child: 
 Miriam 
 Aaron (3 months older than Moses) 
 
Protected 3 months by faith – Hebrews 11:23 
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they 
saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment. 
 His mother and father feared God more than the king 
 
The Rescue of Moses (2:5-9) 
Blessings of a parent’s faith: 
A. The baby was given back to his birth mother with official sanction and 

protection of Pharaoh’s daughter 
B. Jochebed was given pay for caring for her own child 
C. She was given an opportunity to instill important values in her son 
 
Applications: 
1. God is faithful to His promises – Genesis 12:1-3; 15:13, 14  
2. God protects His chosen people Israel 
3. When human law and God’s law conflict - Obey God rather than man – 

Acts 5:29 
 
Critics Argue: 
Because of the lack of historical records, there are some that argue that the Israelites 
were never in Egypt 
Consider the Following: 
1. God’s Word gives us an extensive account of this journey 
2. Egyptian records are far from complete 
Close to no records recovered from the Nile Delta area, which was the scene 
of these events 
3. Egyptian history did not allow for negative events to be recorded 
Consider the Negative Press – 
 Exodus of more than 2 million slaves 
 The devastation to the country by supernatural plagues 
 The plundering of the wealthy by the slaves 
 The destruction of the Egyptian army 


