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God Preserves His Word 
 
 The Scriptures were first written on perishable materials,  

and had to be copied and recopied for hundreds of years  
before the invention of the printing press 
 

Scripture:  
Psalm 12:6, 7; Isaiah 40:8; Matthew 5:18; Matthew 24:35; Luke 24:25-27 
 

The Manuscript Support of Scripture 
Manuscript: a handwritten copy of scripture   
 The original writings of the Biblical authors have been  

lost, so that what we have are copies of the originals. 
 This is not unusual for we have no original manuscripts  

for any significant literature from the ancient world. 
 
New Testament 
The New Testament books have been reconstructed  
into their original form by comparing the surviving  
copies of manuscripts.  
 The more manuscripts you have to compare  

the better. 
 
A. Quantity of manuscripts: 
There are more manuscripts of the New Testament than of any other ancient 
documents Greek Copies – 

There are over 5,000 handwritten Greek manuscripts of the 
NT still in existence (partial and complete portions) 

 The number of manuscript copies make it possible to reconstruct the 
original with virtually  accuracy complete

 
B. Date of manuscripts:  
There are earlier manuscript copies of the New Testament than of any other 
ancient documents 
 Portions of manuscript copies exist as early as between 50 and 100 years 

of the originals 
 The time between the writing of the New Testament and the first 

complete manuscript copies is about 150 to 225 years 
Compared to Other Ancient Documents: 

Iliad by Homer has only 643 manuscript copies (second most manuscripts) with a 
time span from the originals of about 400 years 
Caesar’s Gallic Wars has 10 manuscript copies with a time span of 1,000 years 
Plato has 7 manuscript copies with a time span from the originals of about 1,300 
years 
 
 
 
Old Testament 
 
C. The Meticulousness in Copying Old Testament Scripture 
No book in history has been copied as many times with as much care as has 
been the Word of God. 
According to Willington’s Guide to the Bible, The Talmud lists the following 
rules for copying the Old Testament: 
 The parchment had to be made from the skin of a clean animal, prepared by a 

Jew only, and was to be fastened by strings from a clean animal. 
 Each column must have no less than forty-eight or no more than sixty lines. 
 The ink must be no other color than black, and had to be prepared according to a 

special recipe. 
 No word or letter could be written from memory; the scribe must have an 

authentic copy before him, and he had to read and pronounce aloud each word 
before writing it. 

 He had to reverently wipe his pen each time before writing the Word of God, 
and had to wash his whole body before writing the sacred name Jehovah. 

 One mistake on a sheet condemned the sheet; if three mistakes were found on 
any page, the entire manuscript was condemned. 

 Every word and every letter was counted, and if a letter were omitted, an extra 
letter inserted, or if one letter touched another, the manuscript was condemned 
and destroyed.  

 
The Dead Sea Scrolls  
In 1947 the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered  
in a cave near the Dead Sea 
 These scrolls date from the third century B.C.  

to the first century A.D. 
 The Dead Sea Scrolls are highly significant in that they confirm the accuracy of 

other manuscripts dated much later 
 
The Book of Daniel, which in our Bibles is a translation of a copy dating from about 
A.D. 900.  
With the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, a manuscript was found dating from 100 
B.C. almost one thousand years earlier than the previous existing manuscript, yet the 
two manuscripts are practically identical with no important differences. 
 
The earliest copy of the Book of Isaiah was the twelfth century A.D.  



Now scholars could go back over a thousand years closer to the time the prophet 
actually wrote (around 700 B.C.). When a comparison was made between the two 
copies, they were almost identical.   
 
 
 
The Bottom Line: 
There are hundreds of NT and OT manuscripts. Even though these are 
copies, they are in remarkable agreement. 
We have more manuscripts and earlier manuscripts of the NT than of any 
other ancient document held to be viable today. 
For all practical purposes the Bible we have can be accepted as if it were 
original.We can unhesitatingly say that we have the inspired Word of God, 
which is infallible in its teaching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


