
LBC 
Legacy Builders Class    

 

Studying the Bible 
 
Scripture: Acts 17:10-12; 2 Peter 1:2-4; 2 Timothy 2:14-19; 3:16, 17 
The Bible is God’s very breath revealing His self to us 
God has revealed Himself to us in the Words of the Bible – His only written 
revelation to man 
We need to study diligently what has been revealed and to apply it to the way we live 
 
In Acts 17:10-12, we read of the Bereans, who were commended for searching the 
Scriptures to confirm what they were being taught 
 
So, How do you Study the Bible? 
 
The Sufficiency of Scripture: The Bible’s principles are sufficient to guide us 
in the different situations we face in life – See 2 Peter 1:2-4 
 
Taking the Bible Literally: Taking the /scripture in the sense it was written 
 
Hermeneutics: The process of understanding what Scripture says – Trying to 
understand what the Bible means 
 
The Grammatical-Historical Method of Interpretation    
Ideas are considered in context and Scripture is used to interpret Scripture 
Takes into consideration the following: 
 Grammar 
 Context of the passage 
 Cultural and historical setting of the author and the hearers 
 
Inductive Bible Study 
Purpose: to discern what the Scripture says 
We are to submit ourselves to Scripture, not the other way around 
 
3 Steps to Inductive Bible Study: 
These are essential components in an inductive Bible Study 
 
Step # 1 – Observe / Become familiar with the passage  
Ask who, what, where, when, why and how questions 
 Who is the author writing to? 

 What words are repeated or emphasized? 
 Where is the event taking place? 
 When was this written? 
 What type of literature is being used? (history, poetry, parable) 
 What is the main point of the passage? 
 
Step # 2 – Interpret / Meaning of the passage 
Look at the passage in light of what the rest of the Bible says about the same 
subject 
 Cross-references 
 Word meanings  
 Context 
 Parallel passages 
 Commentaries 
Caution: There is always the danger of trying to read our own ideas into the text 
 
2 BIG WORDS: 
exegesis: ex- meaning “out of” 
 Drawing ideas out of the text 

eisegesis: eis – meaning “into” 
 Adding ideas into the text 

 
Practical Exercise using Genesis 1: 
If we read the chapter as it is plainly written (exegesis), we would conclude by drawing 
out of the text: 
_____ God created the universe in six literal days 
_____ The universe came into existence over millions of years 
However, if we consider the same passage by staring with a belief in evolutionary 
processes occurring over millions of years, we might be tempted to interpret those 
“days” as long ages  
By this we would be engaging in eisgesis since we would be importing the idea of long 
ages into the text 
This process can lead to compromise and distorted conclusions 
 
Step # 3 – Apply /What does this passage mean to me? 
See James 1:21-24 
 
Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 “Doctrine” – Understanding of fundamental beliefs 
 “Reproof” – Pointing out what is wrong 
 “Correction” – Identifying right actions (correcting the wrong) 
 “Instruction in righteousness” – Living by God’s commands and principles 
 
 


