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Starting with Scripture 
Scripture: 1 Peter 3:15; 2 Corinthians 10:4, 5; Philippians 1:17; Jude 3 
 
The fall of man into sin is chronicled in Genesis 3 
Sin’s impact on the world is so extensive that it has  
even corrupted man’s thinking process –  
Romans 8:5-8; Romans 3:10, 11; Romans 1:25, 28  
 
The natural man’s mind cannot understand spiritual things  
because the Holy Spirit is not present within him - 1 Corinthians 2:14 
Believers need to keep this in mind as we seek to share the truths of Scripture 
with people living in a fallen state 
 
While Christians are charged with speaking the words of life, the Holy Spirit 
is solely responsible for enabling the sinner to repent and believe in Christ 
It is not our words that bring about salvation – it is the Holy Spirit 
 
Evidence is interpreted in light of the individual person’s world-view 
 
This Sunday school material is different from most in that it specially intends 
to weave apologetic principles into the concepts being studied  
 
Apologetics 
Greek word: apologia = to give an answer  
or speech in defense of oneself 
Apologetics:  
 To give a defense of what one believes to be true  
 To give a reasoned defense of the hope we have 
1 Peter 3:15 “Answer” denotes the kind of defense in would make to a legal 
inquiry asking, “Why are you a Christian?”  
 A believer is responsible to give an adequate answer to this question 
 God uses apologetics to clear away obstacles to faith that many people erect, and 

also to show that faith in Christ is reasonable 
 As Christians, we start with the assumption that God exists and His Word is true 
 This serves as a starting point for our beliefs 
 This is called pre-suppositional thinking because we are presupposing that 

what God says about Himself is true 
 

Essential that we make sure that we the method of apologetics we use comes 
from Scripture 
 
Two Basic Camps:  
The Evidential Approach 
 Uses probabilities and natural revelation to attempt to persuade  

the unbeliever that there is a god and that the most reasonable  
answer to who that god is can be found in the Bible 

 Makes the initial argument without calling on Scripture 
 
 
The Presuppositional Approach 
 Starts with the assumption that the Bible is true 
 The Bible is put forward as the standard of truth and  
 arguments are made from that truth 
 This approach reasons from God’s Word 
 
The basic concept of this method is found here in Proverbs 26:4, 5 

Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.  
Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit. 

 
On the surface, these verses seem to contradict one another. However, they 
actually offer a Biblical method for apologetics 
 
Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.  
Don’t accept the unbiblical reasoning of an unbeliever using his own 
philosophy (world-view)  
 

Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit. 
Remember that everyone looks at the world through a set of lenses   
(a world-view) 
We must not accept the idea that there is neutral ground to argue from 
Believers must rely on Scripture for defending the faith 
 
If we only convince someone that there is a god, we have failed to share the 
truth of Scripture. We must communicate who God is and what He has done 
through Christ – this is truth only found in the Bible! 
 

 
 
 


