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Job’s Suffering 
 

Scripture:    
 Most likely, Job was the original author – Job 19:23, 24 
 Job was a great man – Job 1:3 
 Job lived in the land of Uz which is believed to be the land of Edom – 

Lamentations 4:21  
 Uz, who perhaps settled there first, was a grandson of Shem  

(See Genesis 10:22, 23)  
 
God’s sovereignty is a major theme of the book of Job 
 
An Overview of the Book of Job: 
Job quickly discovered through messengers that in one day he had lost his 
livestock, servants, and children – Job 1:13-19 
 
Job’s faithful response through prayer and worship in this desperate time 
provide a solid example of steadfast trust in the sovereign, almighty hand of 
God – Job1:20, 21 
 
Job is later afflicted again this time in body and health – Job 2:7b 
 
Beyond the earthly scenes – Job 1:6-12; 2:7a 
 
When help doesn’t come from those that should be helpful: 
 Job’s Wife – Job 2:9 
  
 Job’s Friends 
Job’s friends approached to comfort him,  
but they only served to confound him with  
their accusations that it was because of his iniquity against God that he was suffering 
 
Job in his suffering and despair clings to the one thing he could be 
confident in – Job 19:25-27 
Here we have a foreshadowing of the Redeemer, Jesus the Christ and the gospel of 
forgiveness and redemption He would provide 
 

In the end, God did not answer Job’s questions about the purpose of his suffering, 
but meant to draw Job’s focus to Himself – Job 42:2; Psalm 115:3; Romans 8:28 
 
Throughout this account Job continued to argue his innocence, and his friends 
continued to tell him he must be guilty because bad things don’t happen to good 
people 
This is a popular misconception today – Today many insist that a loving God would 
not let innocent people suffer 
People want to create their own god in their imagination to suit their own desires and 
preconceived notions 
See – John 9:1-3; Luke 13:1-5 
 
Scripture lets us that ultimately there are no innocent people – Ecclesiastes 7:20; 
Romans 3:10; 3:23; 6:23 
 

Biblical Insight into Pain and Suffering: 
 
1. Suffering as a result of living in a sin cursed world – Romans 8:21, 22 
 Because of sin the world is abnormal 
 Nature is not always kind to man – Natural disasters 
 
2. Suffering as a result of our own actions – Galatians 6:7, 8 
Chosen pain & suffering 
Two types of people: 
1st Type – Those that say to God, “Thy will be done” 
2nd Type – Those to whom God says (at the end of their life), Thy will be done 

 
3. Suffering as a result of someone else’s actions  
 Crime – murder, rape, drunkenness 
 
4. Suffering as a result of God’s discipline – Hebrews 12:3-13 
 
5. Suffering gets our attention  

“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains. 
It is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” – C.S. Lewis 

 
6. Suffering may bring about good – Genesis 50:20 
 Physical pain can be a good thing – imagine if you lost all your pain senses 
 
7. Suffering and trials give us the wisdom and understanding to comfort 

others in their suffering – 2 Corinthians 1:3 
 
8. Preventative Suffering – 2 Corinthians 12:7  
 Paul’s case of his thorn in the flesh 



 
9. Instructional Suffering – Romans 5:3-5 
 Tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope 
 
10. Suffering for a better proclamation of a testimony for Christ – Acts 9:16 
 The purifying fires of affliction cause the lamp of testimony to burn all the more 

brilliantly. 
“We correctly interpret a situation only when we turn from the immediate to the ultimate” 

 


